Earen Allen ks found & niche in high-qual#y clothing design.
“1 wani 1o make sweaters people will keep for 20 years,” she says.

Designing a Future

Actress Karen Allen
trades her high-spirited

romps with Indiana

Jomes for a more lefsurely

Iffe n the Berkshires.
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FTER NEARLY THREE DECADES IN SHOW BUSI-

ness, a successiul actress moves o a bucolic

New England village where she creates and

gells her own line of clithing. The role is one Karen

Allen might be tempred to play—if she weren't al-
ready bivamge e,

Best known for starring in the film classics Navional
Lampoon's Awimal House and Raiders of the Lost
Ark, Karen still acrs bur spends most of her nme in
the Berkshires, stitching together a new life and career

[f you walk up Railroad Sereer in Grear Barnington,
M-u-,;;u.hu-,.nts, vou'll find Karen Allen Fiber Arms, a
Ireasiire I'||._:-:~; I:r:1|||.||:|:|].., ntricately patterned cashmere
and mering wearables. If ir"s vour lucky day, vou
might also find the designer.

Mow 54, Karen's eves sparkle with the same wonder
as thev did when she was dashing abour the world with
Indianma Jones. Her perire frame, sporting embroidered
trousers and 2 rust and brown zip-front jacket from
her line, remains enviably fit, a testament to lifelong
FORE Praciice.

by BUZANME STREMPEK SHEA
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Karen steps behind the counter 1o an-
swer the phone and remains there to
hand-stitch edges on a pile of scarves
and tell the story of how she fell for
knicting at the side of her maternal
grandmaother, Florence Howell.

*My grandmother was passionare
abour knioing,™ says Karen. *I can't
think of her without a pair of needles in
her hands,™

The concept of making something from
nearly nothing thrlled Karen, “Starting
with only the ideas of colors, design, and
shape—a blank page to write on. I don't
think I had thar feeling abour anything
else as a kid, I would go into fabric stores
or yarn shops and look ar rextures and
colors and parterns. It's a kind of ec-
stasy—oh my God, all these ideas!™

In 1969, 17-year-old Karen entered
Mew York™s Fashion Instivute of Tech-
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nology to study apparel design. Then a
1971 mrip to the thearer changed her life.

*I was never in a play, never read a
play except if forced,” shie says. “Then
I saw a play, and it was like vroom....”

Apocalypsis ceerm Figuris, a produc-
tion by Jerzy Grotowski's Polish The-
ater Laboratory, told the story of Christ
rerurning to Earch as an innocent.

“I literally walked into that theater
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one person and walked out another,” she
says. "It was not hke warching a per-
formance—it was like witnessing a pro-
found experience, | said, *I don't know
whar that was—what they were doing—
bur I want to start doing it tomorrow,” ™

Several years later, while studying
at The Lee Strasherg Theatee In-

15 years, she acted around the waorld,
tounded a yoga studio in Grear Barring:
ton, and even moved back to New Yark
City in 2000, After the terrorise artacks
of Seprember 11, 2001, she pondered life
in gemeril, and the result was a return to

chusetts and her first creative love.

stiture in New Yerk City, Karen “It's a kind of ecstasy—

ed an index card announcin .
:p:itr[:cmr's search for an E.-E[!'tﬁf oh my G“d«’ all these ideas!”

John Landis chose Karen to play Katy,
the fresh-faced female lead in 1978'%
Animal Howse, Her grear luck contin-
wed when Steven Spielberg cast her as
Marion Ravenwood, Harrison Ford's
old flame in 1981% Raiders.

Theater wark in the Berkshises in the
19805 brought Karen to an area where
she instantly fele at home and where, in
1988, she purchased one. Over the next

Karen had prepped for her return by
re-catering the Fashion Institute of Tech-
nolegy to learn machine knieting, which
produces garments ar a much swifter
rare than by hand. Successful sales at a
Berkshires bazaar encouraged her to rent
the 450-square-foor shop she opened in
May 2005, The shop expanded into the
upstaies this past summer, for a total of
abaut 1,300 square feer,

INCINOLET®

|'.I| : |I|".'|'
Jl|'.'l (411 |'.'|'.r.'.lr...'
forlels

. TOP QUALITY stainless steel, guality contrals,

o www.incinolet.com

Cali 1-800-527-5551 for informatian,
prices, and personal attention,

-

" PROBLEM SOLVED!
7 Need a toilet located convenenthy?
» Home, cabin, barn, boat, or dock—
INCINOLET is your best solution)
' SIMPLE 1o install & maintain.
ULTRA CLEAN Waste reduced 10 ash.

SIMPLY THE BEsT

RESEARCH PRODUCTS/Blanke nship

2639 Andjon = Dallas, Texas

£ a2



COUNTRY STORE

VERMONT

SUFFERNG FROM
COLD SORES?

HAY FEVERT SINUSITIS?
SHIN IRRITATHONT

RELIEF

CAN DE
YOURS WiITH

BOROLEUM
s dE

SINCLAIR PHARMACAL CO., INC.
Fishers land. N.¥, DE3EH
] £ 1-800-549-4372

Or wisl our aita: wwie barofas. com
S —

NogginTops.com
The Outdoor Hatfitter——
e

Chirdoor Hars for Every
Bummer Adveniure

WWW.NOGGINTOPS.COM
1-877-943-4287

140

Actress Karen Allen has bshioned 2 second
career oul of a lfelong bove: knitling.

Her sweaters, which take a day o knat
and another day to wash, block, and
sew, range in price from 5350 o $850,

“I want to make sweaters people will
keep for 20 years,” says Karen, “In this
disposable era, it%s nice ro make some-
thing that will last. Thar's why I love
cashmere. Each time vou wash i, ir gers
moare wonderful.”

Karen still acts, bur she prefers short-
rerm privjects thar don't keep her away
too long from 16-year-old son Nicholas
or her knitting. She reaches acring at 5i-
mon's Rock College of Bard in town and
knitring design at the Kripala Cenrer
for Yopa and Health in nearby Lenox.
And, when she’s not ar her studio,
Karen works at her shop, greeting often
incredulous browsers.

*It's good for me to be here, to sec
people trving things on, how things fir,
what body types things look good on.
Ir's a kind of warm fecling. 1 get to cell
people how [ make stuff; behind every
design, in & way, there's a story. There
are other things in life than acting.
Whether | was an actor or not. it would
still be a pood thing o be here.” *

Karen Allen—Fiber Arts, 35 Ratlroad
Sk, Crreat Barrington, MA, 413-5258-
5555, karenallewn-fiberarts.com
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